
Mackstaller's 2013/14 Happy New Year's Letter 
 

It's been a very fun year in the Mackstaller household!   
 
This past summer we did something a bit different than our usual… We rented a house in Sayulita 
Mexico a block off the beach.  It was a blast (and a tad bit hot) !  The kids had such a great time 
surfing and basically being in the water 14 hours a day.   It was a great change of pace and a beautiful 
small town setting.  (We're going again this coming summer and the house has a guest house - want 
to come??!).  Christine and Adam celebrated 15 years of marriage this year (yikes… we're getting 
older and time is flying.).   We've started playing lots of board games as a family. We've been 
spending a lot of time planning and discussing our eventual move to Spain (summer 2015).   
 
Cleo turned 9 this year and had a great year.  She has been playing the piano and very focused on 
her ballet.  "I loved surfing the waves with my brother, riding my motorcycle and doing ballet. I saw 
a movie that inspired me to work even harder then ever in my ballet and next year I am probably 
going to get point shoes.( I just did 5 nutcracker performances in one weekend and had to stay home 
so I could catch up on my sleep. : )".    She is also doing very well in her school, especially enjoying 
her math and science.  In 2014 she is most looking forward to "point shoes".   We're very proud of the 
amazing young woman she is becoming. 
 
Rhen is 5 now.  He is also playing the piano and is currently in Kindergarten enjoying school very 
much.  He has become an avid soccer player, participating with a great team this fall that he 
absolutely loved.  He loves playing with his Legos and pretty much everything that boys love.  He 
especially loves following around his big sister and playing whatever role he is subjugated to in 
order to participate in his big sister's games.  Rhen is a complete character that makes us laugh 
constantly! 
 
I (Adam) was very busy this past Spring and early summer with the real estate brokerage, but as 
always, never too busy for an Epic adventure!  While the family had left for Mexico I fulfilled a dream 
that has been on my "Dream List" for years - I rode my motorcycle from Canada to Mexico almost 
exclusively off-road along the Continental Divide Mountain Bike route.  It was 3800 miles of pure 
bliss.  Another chapter for the memoirs… (I'm writing the story now - let me know if you're interested 
in reading it).  In addition I had a couple of other memorable rides with friends, a trip to see Formula 
1 racing in Austin with my best friend Keith, many hours playing in the water with the kids this 
summer, and a trip to NY with Christine for my birthday (thanks honey!).  Plus I've met a number of 
wonderful new friends.  It has been a full and fantastic year filled with personal growth, including 
receiving my Leadership Coaching Certificate from Georgetown University.  In 2014 I'm most looking 
forward to my best real estate year EVER (and getting back to my running!)!  Our company will be 
rated #1 in the metro (for offices with 7-10 agents)!!! 
 
Christine has had a busy year running our short term rental now for two years.  It is a successful 
business for her (us) and works well into her other schedule as busy mom/chauffer for the two 
kiddos.  Mexico was an unbelievable experience for her - no driving for six weeks!  She did yoga 
almost daily, walked everywhere, and generally just slowed down…really a miraculous experience! 
 
We're deeply grateful for our family, friends and rich experience of life. generally things seem to be 
trending in a good direction.  We feel deep gratitude for our time together with friends and family, 
and for having what we need (and sharing with others).   
 
We hope it has been a great year for you and your family.  Here is to an incredible 2014 !   
 
 
Sending our best, 
The Mackstallers 
 
 


